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The Honourable Minister of Education, Prof. Ruqayyatu 
Rufai and the Registrar/CEO of LRCN, Dr. Victoria Okojie 

during the induction.

Librarians awaiting induction

No fewer than six hundred and three (603) registered 
librarians were duly certified after their formal 
induction into the profession on Tuesday, 4 June 

2013. By the induction, the librarians were certified to 
practice librarianship in Nigeria. The 2013 induction brought 
the number of registered librarians injected into the system 
to strengthen the Nigerian economy to three thousand, two 
hundred and sixty four (3,264). 

 This is often followed by administration of oath of allegiance by the Registrar/CEO of Librarians' 
Registration Council of Nigeria, Dr Victoria Okojie, thereafter, the inductees were issued with their 
certificates. Speaking at the 2013 event, the LRCN Registrar congratulated the inductees saying they were 
now qualified to append the designatory letters, CLN, 
after their names.
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In 2012, 948 librarians were registered by LRCN while in 
2011 there were 1177 inductees. 536 were also registered in 
2005. 
Routinely, the induction exercise involved the  presentation 
of the inductees to the Honourable Minister of Education, 

Prof Ruqayyattu Rufa'i and the admission of the inductees to membership of LRCN.

LRCN, according to her, has concluded modalities to 
enable certified librarians buy  personalized professional 
seal for their use in professional business. “This will help 
to identify and distinguish you as recognized 
professionals certified to practice librarianship in 
Nigeria,” she said. A note of warning that graduates of 
Library and Information Science programmes that were 
not approved and accredited by the National Universities 
Commission will not be registered by the Council was 
sounded.



Dr Okojie stated that as a regulatory body, the LRCN, through appropriate regulatory frameworks, will 
continue to insist that only qualified librarians are registered to practice librarianship. She insisted that non-
librarians or quacks who attempt to practice librarianship in Nigeria will be prosecuted within the Mandate 
of Act No. 12 of 1995. This will ensure quality service delivery in the profession all over the country, thereby 
providing quality assurance and equitable access to information to support the United Nation's goal of 
providing Information for All. She maintained that possession of an LRCN certificate is now a prerequisite to 
employment and promotion of librarians. The Registrar therefore charged the inductees to conduct 
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Hon. Bilyaminu Shinkafi  addressing the audience.

Public presentation of four(4) publications from the LRCN.

themselves as true citizens of the world in a manner 
becoming of professionals, with a mission to adding 
value to society especially to the transformation 
agenda of Mr. President by using the skills equipped 
with to become job creators rather than job seekers. 

continue to lead the way in offering information 
professionals in Nigeria a forum for enhancing 
their competence.

The Minister of Education, Professor Ruqayyatu 
Ahmed Rufa'I lauded the LRCN's leadership for its 
efforts in building a body of library and information 
professionals who can be at the forefront of managing 
information services in all sectors of the economy 
because at the moment most schools do not have 
professional librarians to support students learning 
experience.
The Minister expressed hope that the LRCN will 

She called on the librarians in the country to take 
advantage of the opportunity provided to register 
and become certified professionals because LRCN 
is the only regulatory body that has been given the 
mandate by law to determine who is a librarian 
and register them, among other responsibilities.

She hinted on her optimism about the group of 
registered librarians being inducted being totally 
prepared and equipped with the necessary 
knowledge and skills required to manage the 
libraries in different institutions and organizations 
nationwide, saying that the registration of 
librarians is one of the ways to bring 
professionalism and standards to the field of 
librarianship.  



Prof Rufa'I tasked them over integrity, discipline and sense 
of duty in their places of work saying more commitment, 
efforts and determination would be needed from them in 
order to transform the libraries to meet global standard.  
“The certificate in your hand is a pearl.  It distinguishes you 
from others and it comes with new roles and 
responsibilities.  You are expected now to deliver quality 
services to your clientele that can help in the 
transformation of the education sector,” she said. 
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that having only 5000 librarians in Nigeria today is grossly inadequate for a population of over 160 
million and that this situation is a pointer to the standard and quality of education in Nigeria.
“Librarians have key roles to play in the development of the Education Sector in any nation,” he said. 
“The libraries are repositories of knowledge. No educational institution will deliver on its mandate 
without functional libraries. Older generations would not bequeath their legacies to younger 
generations without the libraries. That is why we are convinced that the role of librarians in any 
economy is as important as the economy itself. “

Presentation of certificates to the Inductees by the Hon. Minister 
of Education, Prof. Ruqayyatu Rufa’i

President of Nigerian Library Association, Alhaji 
Abdulsalami Rilwanu in his remark said, inducting 
large number of librarians is a good development for 
the profession while the Chief Executive Officer of 
National Library of Nigeria, Mallam Habib Jato noted 
that the inductees are in the position to either make 
or mar the profession. 

Mallam Jato called for increased deployment of 
information and communication technologies (ICTs) 
in library operations saying that ICTs have expanded 
the frontiers of librarianship.

Registrar/CEO LRCN Dr. Victoria Okojie flanked by some members of staff 
after the Induction.

Chairman, House Committee on Education, Hon Suleiman 
Aminu said a lot needs to be done to get the libraries make 
required impact to the education sector, citing that  the 
state of some public libraries in Nigeria leaves much to be 
desired.
Hon. Aminu who was represented by Hon. Bilyaminu 
Shinkafi, a member of the Education Committee, noted

Keynote speaker of the Induction, a librarian and Managing Director of Amaka Igwe studios, Mrs Amaka 
Igwe, highlighted the roles of librarians as gatekeepers of sources of information. She charged them to 
transform the libraries to become attractive to readers. “Don't sit down and grow cobwebs in the 
libraries, make the difference,” she said.
Mrs Igwe suggested that Nigeria adopts 'a book a day policy' to encourage students to read.



Librarians Task FG over Department of 
Library in all MDAs

President of the Nigerian Library Association (NLA), Mr Rilwanu Abdulsalami has called on the Federal 
Government to create Department of library services within the federal civil service. This 
underscores the renewed efforts to popularize library practice and make it contribute meaningfully 

to development.

The NLA President also announced that already, a Director of library services was appointed in one of the 
MDAs, saying this is the first time such would happen in the library profession and is indeed a welcome 
development. Creating the new department would translate to providing wider latitude for operation of 
library and information services in the country.
He reminded the library professionals that this new development was part of the promise to bring about 
transformation in the sector which he made when he assumed office as the President in 2012.
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Dr. Okojie delivering goodwill message during the opening 
ceremony

Mr Abdulsalami made this call during the opening of 
the 51st National Conference of the association in 
Calabar on Tuesday, 11 June 2013.
According to him, an advocacy towards making this 
dream a reality has begun. 
The president had led a delegation of librarians to the 
office of the immediate past Head of Civil Service of 
the Federation, Mr Isa Bello Sali.

In her remark at the conference, Registrar/CEO of 
Librarians Registration Council of Nigeria, Dr 
Victoria Okojie pledged the Council's support for 
improved LIS sector in Nigeria.

A cross section of participants at the Conference

“During the visit, a request for the creation of a 
department of Library Services in the Federal Civil 
service was made along with the mapping of schedule 
of duties for the proposed new department,” he said. 
He noted that the request received immediate 
response by the then HOS who gave a directive for the 
processing of the request by the relevant 
departments. “We believe it would be actualized soon, 
after it would have undergone through all the 
processes, it would be incorporated into the main 
stream of Service.”

The theme of the 51st National Conference is 
“Future Nigerian Libraries: Infinite possibilities.”

The six-day event featured annual general meetings 
held on Monday and Wednesday. The opening 
ceremony was attended by representatives of the 
Governor of Cross River State, Senator Liyel Imoke; 
Governor of Akwa Ibom State, Dr Godswill Akpabio   
and Sir Emeka Offor. The trio received Eminent 
Service Award for  their contribution to the LIS 



Librarians task......

Specifically, the Governor of Cross River State, Senator Lyle 
Imoke, was conferred with the NLA Merit award for his 
continuous contribution to  the growth and upliftment of 
Public and School Libraries in Cross River State; Dr Godswill 
Akpabio,  Governor Akwa Ibom State, bagged the NLA 
Eminent Service award for the establishing the first state 
public e-library in Uyo; Sir Emeka Offor, the Chief Executive 
Officer of CHROME Group got the Award for supporting the 
entire Nigerian Library system by donating large quantity of 
high quality textbooks, computers, laptops, etc. for two 
years consecutively. 
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Cutting of the tape to mark the opening of the NLA 51st 
National Conference exhibition

(L-R) Dr. Justina  Ms Noram Amako and  Mr. Yawale Salisu, 
all Staff members of LRCN at Council’s Exhibition stand.

 Ogbonna; 
Culutural troop from Cross River State performing at the event.

development in the country. Other dignitaries at the 
conference opening were: the Vice Chancellor, University 
of Calabar, Prof. James Epoke; Honourable Minister of 
Culture and Tourism, Chief Edem Duke; and Prof. (Amb) 
Okon Edet Uya, who presented the keynote.



Legislators Laud Okojie’s Initiatives

Members of the House of Representatives Committee on Education have expressed satisfaction 
with the various initiatives and strategies adopted by the Librarians’ Registration Council of 
Nigeria in an effort to achieve its mandates.

Group photograph of the House of Reps. Members and LRCN 
Management team

R-L: Chairman, House Committee on Education; Hon. Aminu Suleiman; 
Registrar/CEO of LRCN, Dr. Victoria Okojie and Director, Professional Service 

Department of LRCN, Mr Dele Omotoso during the visit.
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A member of the Committee, Hon Jerry Alagbaoso said it is heartwarming to be recognized globally 
stating that, Dr Okojie is a woman of integrity.
Earlier, the Registrar had reeled out the activities of the Council and the various challenges facing it but 
noted that LRCN has recorded great achievements. “It is pertinent to mention that LRCN is exporting 
best practices to the international LIS community,” she said. “Many countries have shown keen interest 
in adopting the LRCN model as a viable way to re-position libraries to support national and global 
development agenda such as MDGs, WSIS, Beyond Access and EFA. The LRCN is taking the centre stage 
in the international arena.”

The committee members gave their commendations when they visited the Council on Tuesday, 18 June, 
2013 as part of their oversight functions.
Chairman of the Committee, Hon. Aminu Suleiman who said they were in the Council to familiarize with the 
Council's Management and activities, spoke glowingly about leadership style of the Registrar/CEO, Dr 
Victoria Okojie.

She said the Council has despite daunting challenges and teething problems that bedevil new 
establishments,  continued to push the boundaries of librarianship to high grounds by successfully 
crafting instruments needed to regulate the Nigerian Library and Information Science sector properly.
“As a guide, the Council from the onset developed a three-year (2010 – 2013) Strategic Plan which it 

On the recent appointment of Dr Okojie into the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation Global Libraries Advisory 
Committee and her recent selection for International Federation of Library Association and Institutions 
(IFLA) Global Leaders programme, Hon Suleiman said, “We are happy to note that your activities here are 
receiving global attention. The country must benefit from your capacity. You may be a professional librarian 
but ‘brains’ like you should be recognized



Okojie’s Initiatives........

She cited the key challenge facing the LRCN to include inadequate funding to, execute programmes, secure 
permanent office building and set up zonal offices.
To this Hon Suleiman said they have taken mental note of all the problems highlighted, concurred that the 
budgetary provision to the Council is small and pledged the Committee's assistance. “You have done well 
and we are impressed,” he said. “We look forward to a very good working relationship with you. We will 
assist you to excel.”
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L-R: Member of the Education Committee, Hon. Jerry Alagbase and 
Clerk of the Committee, Mr Ibitoye Bamisaiye during the visit.

Dr Okojie presents copies of LRCN publications to Hon. Alagbaose while 
Hon Aminu Suleiman looks on.

reviews annually to make it sensitive to the needs of the Sector. 
“Honourable members, I am glad to inform you that in the last couple of years, LRCN has been 
conducting the following activities among others: Registration of Librarians; Capacity building; 
Curriculum development and accreditation; Development of standards and regulatory instruments, 
amoung others”.



LIST OF APPROVED/ACCREDITED 
NIGERIAN UNIVERSITIES OFFERING 

LIBRARY AND INFORMATION SCIENCE 
PROGRAMMES

SOURCE: National Universities Commission

S/No Universities Approved Programme
1. Abia State University, Uturu Library & Information Science
2. Abubakar Tafawa Balewa University, Bauchi Library & Information Science
3. Adeleke University, Ede Library Science
4. Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria Library & Information Science
5. Ambrose Ali University, Ekpoma Library & Information Science
6. Bayero University, Kano Library & Information Science
7. Baze University, Abuja Library & Information Science
8. Benson Idahosa University, Benin City Library & Information Science
9. Benue State University, Makurdi Library & Information Science
10. Delta State University, Abraka Library & Information Science
11. Federal University of Technology, Minna Library & Information Science
12. Federal University of Technology, Yola Library & Information Science
13. Ibrahim Badamasi Babangida University, Lapai Library & Information Science
14. Imo State University, Owerri Library & Information Science
15. Kwara State University, Ilorin Library & Information Science
16. Madonna University, Okija Library & Information Science
17. Nnamdi Azikiwe University, Akwa Library & Information Science
18. Tai Solarin University of Education, Ijebu-Ode Library & Information Science
19. Umaru Musa Ya’adua University, Katsina Library & Information Science
20. University of Calabar, Calabar Library & Information Science
21. University of Ibadan, Ibadan Library & Information Science
22. University of Ilorin, Ilorin Library Science
23. University of Maiduguri, Maiduguri Library Science
24. University of Nigeria, Nsukka Library & Information Science
25. University of Uyo, Uyo Library & Information Science
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